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The Bear
What ruse of vision,
escarpingthewall of leaves,
rendingincis,ion
into countless surfaces,
would culland color
his somnolence,.whose old age
has outwom valor,
allbut the factofcourage?
,
Seen, he does notcome,
move, but~eenis forever there,
dimensionless, dumb,
inthe'windlessnoon's hot glare.
More scarred than others
these years since the trap maimed him,
pain slants his withers,
.drawing up the crooked limb.
Thenhe is gone, whole,
withouturgency, from sight,
asbuzzards control,
imperceptibly, their Bight.
-N. Scott Momatlay
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